November 2007

Greetings from the Lopez Children’s Center

Who provides an environment on Lopez Island that nurtures the healthy growth and development of young children and their families?  We do!  The children in our community have the opportunity to come to the Children’s Center as a Preschooler or a Play and Learn (PAL) child. The hustle and bustle of little bodies and voices fill our new four-year-old building which supports child-centered programs accepting each child at his/her own level and encouraging learning through direct experiences.

Our Preschool is a cooperative so parents become quite involved with their children’s education-they can serve as officers on a board; each parent is a helper in the classroom as a teaching assistant and all participate in the annual November fundraising project: The Holiday Bazaar.  Our experienced and beloved teacher, Leslie MacDonald, helps her students become confident, strong and competent learners guiding them in resolving conflicts in peaceful, respectful ways.  

Our childcare program (Play and Learn- PAL) centers on the idea that each child learns through play; our experienced teachers provide opportunities for children to explore, discover and create through an emergent curriculum.  Each parent can select from various schedules to meet their family’s needs.  We maintain a family oriented program for children between the ages of 24 months and 6 years, including a wholesome, organic snack mid-morning and afternoon.  Our outside play area features safe and stimulating climbing equipment, a large sandbox and space to run around and have fun! 

